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MINUTES OF THE BROMPTON REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING 

HELD AT BROMPTON REGIS VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 6th 

MARCH 2024  

The meeting opened at 7.35pm 

388. PRESENT: Mr J Andrews, Mr D Cherry, Mr S Coates, Ms T Davies, Miss L 
Luxton, Mr M Headley. 

Also present: two members of the village hall committee (Sherry Wade, Jenny 
Phillips), Cllr Nicholson (7.50), Cllr Pugsley (8.00), Sarah Buchanan (Clerk). 

389. DEFERMENT OF BUSINESS FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC  

The Chairman invited the members of the public to speak or to wait until the relevant 
agenda item was discussed. The latter was agreed and the agenda item brought 
forward.  

390. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND ACCEPTANCE OF REASONS 
OFFERRED 

Mr M Arnold (work), Mr L Ringrose (work).  

391. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Mr Cherry regarding minute 395.2  

392. CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS AND MEETING MANAGEMENT 

None.  

393. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 7th FEBRUARY 
2024 AS CIRCULATED 

Mr Andrews proposed and Ms Davies seconded the motion that the minutes of the 
meeting be approved and signed as a correct and accurate record. This was 
unanimously AGREED and the Chairman signed the minutes as such.  

394. ACTION POINTS FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

394.1 IT policy (minute 379.1) 

A draft having been circulated prior to the meeting the Chairman summarised the 
main points it contained. He advised that if adopted all members would adhere to the 
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policy which would be published on the BRPC website. Mr Coates proposed and Mr 
Andrews seconded adoption of the policy and this was unanimously AGREED. 

ACTION: CLERK.  

394.2 Dulverton recycling centre (minute 380) 

The Chairman thanked Dulverton Town Council for hosting a meeting to discuss 
proposed cuts to the Somerset recycling budget and outlined the points raised at the 
meeting. Ms Davies echoed the concerns reported re fly tipping and road traffic to 
alternative provision. The meeting in Dulverton had opposed closure of the site and 
raised various options for changes to its operation.  

The Somerset Council will formally consult on proposals for its recycling budget and 
it is intended that BRPC respond.  

394.3 Beechtree cross historic signpost (minute 380) 

The Clerk reported that BRPC, ENPA and Somerset Highways have been in regular 
communication about the damage, missing pieces and next steps. A quote for repair 
and reinstatement is awaited when it is likely that BRPC will be asked to contribute 
funds toward the necessary works. Somerset Highways has no funds for repair or 
replacement of an historic signpost and could consider provision of a modern 
signpost if the historic one is not reinstated.   

ACTIONS:  

- Brendon Beacon and social media: a further plea for return of missing pieces 

- Clerk: information on costs and how these might be met to be brought to a future 
meeting.  

395. FINANCE  

395.1 Costs of new website £887.54 (minute 382.4). 

The Clerk thanked members for responding to the reduction in the invoice which had 
been negotiated and noted that in line with discussion at February’s meeting the 
reduced cost was paid. 

395.2 Avon and Somerset Victim Support request for contribution to costs 

A letter about this service and the need for funds having been circulated prior to the 
meeting members considered the relevance of the service in the local area. The 
Clerk advised that contributions to other similar national organisations working locally 
had been made in the past with grants of around £250. Ms Luxton questioned 
awareness of the service locally and noted incidents in the parish which might have 
benefitted from the service. The Chairman proposed and Mr Andrews seconded the 
motion that a grant of £250 be made.  
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ACTIONS: 

- Brendon Beacon: information about the service to be published  
- Clerk: pay grant. 

395.3 Village hall grant request £425. 

Mr Cherry declared an interest as treasurer of the village hall committee. 

The request having been circulated prior to the meeting the Chairman invited 
members of the public who are also members of the committee to address the 
request. It was explained that the closure of the Post office had reduced available 
funds. Costs of grass cutting had risen and in the past the Parish Council has 
contributed to those costs, most recently in 2020 (meeting held on 5th February 
2020, minute 409.2). The Chairman noted that land ownership records show that the 
grass cutting in question was on land which is owned variously by: the parish 
council, the village hall, and an area with no registered owner. Ms Luxton noted that 
grass cutting had previously been discussed by the Parish Council and the Clerk 
referred to the parish council meeting held on 5th June 2019, minute 319.1.  

Mr Coates asked why grass cutting costs had almost doubled since 2020. Mr Cherry 
explained this increase related to changes in contractor, fuel prices and a fortnightly 
cutting regime. Ms Davies asked if the grant was requested for costs in 2023-24 or 
2024-25. It was noted that the grant was for the current year, not related to a dated 
invoice and that the parish council cannot commit to year on year grants. 

The Chairman advised that the BRPC budget for grants could accommodate a grant 
to the village hall. Mr Andrews proposed and Mr Coates seconded the motion that a 
grant of £435 be made to the village hall and this was unanimously AGREED. 

395.4 Clerk’s quarterly salary £400 

Mr Coates proposed and Mr Cherry seconded payment and this was unanimously 
AGREED. 

395.5 Clerk’s sundries and stationery £52 

Mr Coates proposed and Mr Cherry seconded payment and this was unanimously 
AGREED. 

395.6 Appointment of internal auditor 

The Clerk requested that Mr Pollard be invited to again provide this role and this was 
unanimously AGREED. 

395.7 Budget 2024-25 and statement of expenditure and income 2023-24 
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These having been circulated prior to the meeting were noted. The Clerk drew 
attention to the removal of a ringfenced grant for a defibrillator at Bury after costs 
had spiralled while the matter was investigated, including costs for a power supply.  

396. SOMERSET COUNCIL COUNCILLOR UPDATE 

Cllr Pugsley outlined the contents of the letter from Somerset Council regarding 
devolution of services from 2025-26 to parish and town councils which had been 
circulated prior to the meeting.  He reported that lessons learned in the Exmoor 
Local Community Network (LCN), whose parish and town council members are small 
and have limited resources, had led to a request that the LCN be empowered to take 
on devolved functions and funds. The services which might be devolved include 
highways services which are highly valued in the area. The meeting supported the 
suggestion that the LCN be empowered to work across Exmoor to secure such 
services. 

The Chairman thanked Cllr Nicholson and Cllr Pugsley for their contributions and 
support. 
 
397. PLANNING  
Cllr Pugsley advised that Mr White has taken on Mr Kinsella’s role. 
Ms Luxton reported residents’ experiences and concerns of very long delays in 
decision making on planning applications. Cllr Pugsley hoped these might be 
addressed by the appointment of further staff in the national park authority.   
 
398. CORRESPONDENCE AND MEETINGS 
  
398.1 Port Lane (minute 384) 
The Clerk advised that the local police team was asked to contact the resident.  
 
398.2 Wimbleball lake major incident exercise 
Correspondence having been circulated prior to the meeting Mr Cherry and Ms 
Davies asked that they be the parish council observers at this event and this was 
AGREED. 
 
ACTION: CLERK to notify the organisers. 
 

399. HIGHWAYS  

399.1 Litter / rubbish on verges 

Mr Coates reported considerable issues across the local area and suggested these 

were related less to induvial people and more to doors being left open on recycling 

vehicles, an issue that was raised in the past.  

ACTION: ALL MEMBERS to report to the Clerk dates and places where this occurs 

and, if possible, the registration number and/or reference number of the vehicle 

suspected of causing the issue.  

399.2 Road sweeping 
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Mr Cherry noted that the recent road sweeping programme in the village had been 

thorough and asked that the operatives be thanked. 

ACTION: CLERK 

399.3 Highways steward 

This scheme closes at end March 2024. The parish has benefitted from the scheme 

which was funded by Somerset Council and its predecessor Somerset County 

Council. This service might be developed in future under the auspices of two or more 

Local Community Networks. BRPC would be consulted.  

399.4 Jetting 

Mr Coates noted that this service, funded by Somerset Council and administered by 

Dulverton Town Council, appeared to have had immediate benefits but work remains 

to be done by Highways near Swansea Farm and on Sanctuary Lane.   

399.5 IMMEDIATE ISSUES  

Flooding at the former gateway to the show field. 

ACTION: CLERK to report and seek action.  

400. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

Beech Tree Cross signpost 

Local recycling centres  

Wimbleball Lake information signage. 

387. DATE TIME AND PLACE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm on Wednesday 
10th April  2024 at Brompton Regis Village Hall.  

The meeting closed at 8.50pm  

 
Signed as a correct record: …………….……………………………………….…………..       

Name: ……………………………………………………… Date: …………………………. 


