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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BROMPTON REGIS PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING, HELD IN BROMPTON REGIS VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 2nd 

JUNE 2021 at 730pm 

11. PRESENT 

Mr B Chaffey, Mr. S. Coates, Mr M Headley, Miss L Luxton, Miss S. Newton Cllr. F. 

Nicholson, and Mrs. S. Buchanan (Clerk).  

12. APOLOGIES 

Mr. I Abel, Mr J Andrews, Mr M Arnold, Cllr. N. Thwaites. 

13.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None.  

14. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 5TH MAY 2021  

Councillors were invited to comment on the draft minutes circulated prior to the 

meeting. Mr Headley proposed, Mr Coates seconded, and the meeting unanimously 

APPROVED the minutes as a correct record and they were signed as such.  

15. MATTERS ARISING  
15.1 Wimbleball cycle path. The Chairman summarised the meeting of Upton 
Parish Council at which the Exmoor National Park Authority had presented the 
proposal previously circulated to Brompton Regis Parish Council for a ‘family friendly 
cycle path’ around Wimbleball (minute 18a).  
 
Amongst the many concerns if the proposal is progressed and implemented it 
would:  

• increase activity around all the lake and thus reduce the value of the eastern 
side as a place for quiet enjoyment 

• increase the traffic and associated problems of access, parking and noise 

• have a negative effect on the ecology of the West Hill wood 

• produce real safety issues with cyclists, walkers and mobility vehicles on a 2-
way track only 1.5m wide or less in places. 

 
16. COUNTY COUNCILLOR UPDATE  

Cllr Nicholson encouraged BRPC members to participate in the Exmoor Panel 
meeting to be held on 8th June (7pm) when, amongst other things, issues related to 
highways would be discussed. Cllr Nicholson outlined her interest in derogation of 
some Highways activities to parish councils as a means of making best use of local 
knowledge. 
 
The Clerk advised that information on the Panel meeting had been sent to all 
councillors together with the invitation to participate via zoom.   
 
Parish Councillors raised, and Cllr Nicholson addressed, the following concerns. 

- Why SCC had decided not to hold elections this year 
- Lack of information about candidates for the election of the police and crime 

commissioner 
- How the costs of that election were to be met 
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- The lengthy delay in repairs to the road between Rock House and Ridge 
Cottage and the number of occasions on which photographs of the damage 
were taken.  

- The allocation of funding should highways activities be derogated to parish 
councils.  

Cllr Nicholson left the meeting at 8pm.  
 

17. PLANNING  
17.1 Application No 6/3/21/106: Councillors supported the proposal on grounds that 
the new is an improvement on the old one, not out of place and offers viable use. 
 
17.2 Application No 6/3/21/107: Councillors made no objection to the proposal.  
 

18. AUDIT 

18.1 External audit exemption criteria. The criteria having been circulated prior to 

the meeting, councillors unanimously agreed that Brompton Regis Parish Council 

met the criteria for exemption.  

18.2 External audit exemption certificate 2021-21. This having been circulated 

prior to the meeting, Mr Coates proposed, Miss Luxton seconded and the meeting 

unanimously approved the certificate and its submission to the external audit team. 

The Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer and the Chairman signed it to confirm 

that the Certificate was approved at this meeting.  

18.3 Internal audit report. Mr Pollard’s report having been circulated prior to the 

meeting was considered and accepted. Mr Pollard was thanked for his work for the 

Parish Council.  

18.4 Bank reconciliation 2020-21 and explanation of variances. This information 

having been circulated prior to the meeting was considered and unanimously 

accepted.   

18.5 Annual governance statement 2020-21. This having been circulated prior to 

the meeting, Mr Coates proposed, Mr Headley seconded and the meeting 

unanimously approved the statement and the Chairman and Clerk signed it.    

18.6 Accounting statements and final statement of accounts 2020-21. These 

having been circulated prior to the meeting, Mr Coates proposed, Miss Luxton 

seconded and the meeting unanimously approved the statements and the Chairman 

and Clerk signed the document.  

18.7 Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR) Return 2020-21. The 

meeting approved the publication of the return and submission of necessary 

documents to the external audit team. 

18.8 Confirmation of the dates of the period for the exercise of public rights re 
the audit.  The Clerk suggested that the period be from 14th June to 23rd July 2021. 
Mr Coates proposed, Mr Headley seconded and the meeting unanimously approved 
this and the publication of the necessary documents.  
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19. FINANCE  
Grants (minute 20 (b) ). The Chairman advised that the Parish Lifts scheme would 
like to apply for a grant toward running costs. The meeting noted that a grant had 
been provided in recent years and that the scheme was of particular value in the 
parish. It was agreed in principle that an application would be welcomed.  
 
Mr Headley, as a member of the George Meadow Millennium Green Committee, 
advised the meeting that the Committee intended to apply for a grant toward running 
costs, including toward actions required following the RoSPA inspection and in light 
of steps to increase the ecological value of the Green. The meeting noted that grants 
had been made in previous years and it was agreed in principle that an application 
would be welcomed.  
 
Mr Coates, as Chairman of the Show Committee, advised the meeting that the AGM 
would consider plans for 2022 which would affect groups in the parish that benefit 
from the Show’s fundraising.  
 
The Chairman suggested that the Parish Council should consider funding the 
provision of a tree for the Jubilee on the Millennium Green which Mr Headley, as a 
member of the Committee, welcomed. 
 

20. ANY OTHER MATTERS  
20.1 Wimbleball: An update was requested on ENPA actions re increased camping, 
mobile homes and caravans at the main SWLT site.  It was noted that, in the past, 
the Highways Authority had advised that the lane to the main SWLT site was not 
suited to further traffic. The Chairman advised that the BRPC has pursued this issue 
with ENPA since September 2020, been advised in May 2021 that SWLT intended to 
submit an application to regularise activity and noted that the BRPC has not yet been 
consulted on such an application.  
 
20.2 Car parking Hill Lane: It was requested that SWLT take action to reduce 
problematic parking on Hill Lane and noted that the apparent charge for car parking 
on the SWLT site lead drivers to seek free car parking on highways.  
ACTION: Clerk to report and request..  
 
20.3 Dog waste. It was asked what action could be taken to reduce the incidence of 
dog waste bags littering the area. The Chairman noted that ENPA has a ‘no bins’ 
policy.  
ACTION: Clerk to take the matter up with ENPA as part of its efforts to inform and 
educate visitors to the area.  
 

21. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

WEDNESDAY 4th AUGUST 2021, 7.30pm, at Brompton Regis Village Hall. tbc 
 
The meeting ended at 840 pm. 
 
 
Signed:………………………Chairman, Brompton Regis Parish Council. 
Date:………… 


